11 January 2007 


Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I am enclosing a description of the 1799 almanac I spoke to you about on the telephone. 
This will be included in my next Fixed Price List of numismatic literature, but I thought 
you might like to see it before then. I believe that the notations written throughout this 
volume are significant for illustrating over a period of 12 years the gradual decline of the 
pound as the dominant monetary unit and its replacement by the dollar. As the notations 
are dated throughout the volume, it provides a very good picture of the monetary system 
of New York state between 1800 and 1811. 


I do not know if this is something you would be interested in for the Museum, but if you 
would be, please let me know. It will be included in my next list at $1,000, but I could 
give something in the way of a discount to you. 


I also am able to offer you a copy of the 1862 John K. Curtis Fixed Price List on which | 
sent you information for the Fugio book. If you are interested in this, the price would be 
$60 postpaid. 


It was good to talk to you today and I look forward to hearing from you. 


Best wishes, 


ese Q 


David F. Fanning .) . Gl . 


1799 Almanac with Dated, Handwritten Notes on Household Expenses 
Illustrating the Transition from the Pound to the Dollar 
Also Featuring More Than Four Full Pages on Coins in Circulation 


X. Moore, Thomas [Andrew Beers]. Gaine’s New-York Pocket Almanack, for the Year 1799 ... 
Calculated for This and the Neighbouring States ... By Thomas Moore, Philo. New-York: Printed 
by H. Gaine, at the Bible, in Pearl-Street. 1798. 32mo., heavy paper covers. (96) pages, 
interleaved with 28 additional unprinted pages on most of which are various handwritten 
notations, largely relating to the prices of agricultural goods and the cost of laborers. Front 
cover missing, rear only a remnant. Internally complete. Title page in poor condition, 
though title and publication information are complete. Good, with problems noted. $1,000 


An amazing little book. First of all, this is an early American imprint, a 1799 almanac 
printed in 1798. Second, it contains more than four full pages of information on the value 
of circulating coins in New York. Third, the blank pages which were bound throughout 
the almanac have been largely filled with handwritten notations, spanning several years, 
on the prices of various goods expressed using both the pounds/shillings/ pence system 
and the dollars/cents system. These handwritten notes document the simultaneous use 
of both systems and the increasing dominance over time of the American one. The 
earliest entries are from 1800 and express produce values in pounds, shillings and pence, 
while noting the cost of labor and pasturage fees in dollars and cents. Most of the notes 
are dated, and the entries include most years through 1811, testifying to the importance 
placed on almanacs in early American life (particularly by those who only owned a few 
books). The annotations throughout this volume provide important documentation of the 
transition from the pound-based to the dollar-based monetary system. 


The volume also contains four pages giving information on the various coins in 
circulation in 1798-1799, and how they were valued in the individual states. These 
include: a table “For receiving and paying Gold Coins, calculated by the Officers of the 
Bank of the United States”; a page on the coins of the United States, and the weight and 
fineness of each; a table of “French Crowns, as now passing in New-York — at 8s. 10d”; 
and a table “of the Weight and Value of sundry Coins, as they now pass in Great-Britain 
and the United States of America.” The last gives the standard weights of English, French, 
Spanish and Portuguese coins and their conversion into: Sterling; Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland money; New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Virginia money; New York and North Carolina money; and South 
Carolina and Georgia money. Considerable information is also given on the Bank of the 
United States as well as New York banks, and the treatment of specie by them. 


Hugh Gaine first published The New-York Pocket Almanack in 1773, calculated for 1774. 
Subsequent editions were published, as here, as Gaine’s New-York Pocket Almanack. Gaine 
continued as publisher through the 1800 almanac, while the title continued to appear for 
five more years under a different publisher. As is frequently the case with the authors of 
early American almanacs, “Thomas Moore” is a pseudonym. The calculator of the early 
Gaine’s Almanacks was John Nathan Hutchins. Following Hutchins’s death in 1782, they 
were calculated by Andrew Beers, at least through 1800 according to the North American 
Imprints Program. Evans 34131; Drake’s Almanacs of the United States 6081. 


Rare and important in any form; unique with the annotations. 
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Subj: Re: forwarded email 
Date: 12/13/2011 4:56:45 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: 
To: 
Dear David: 


Following our telephone conversation your Email finally arrived. If Fricke knows tell 
me what he thinks as he has fairly recently seen my nice Confederate collection 

While | had been collecting Confederate Currency and State Bank 

notes and American scrip long before | obtained the Green material. | think there was 
no list of American bank notes or Confederate currency furnished when the Green 
material was purchased by me. It is probable that Johnson and | bought it without a 
list. The bank may have considered it too much work to list material worth so little. The 
US Currency was in such poor neglected condition that much of it was turned in to the 
US Treasury by count and was never offered to me. | never knew that Fred Boyd was 
the appraiser of the coins etc.as this was before he and | became close friends and he 
was running the Union News Company. Johnson dumped most of the unredeemable 
paper money on me to take or liquidate. After | took most off it | remember selling for 
us a bunch to Tom Elder and to people in the State of Georgia. | think Hessler made a 
list later of all my American paper money.at a much later when he was working for my 
museum. 

It is fun trying to refresh my numismatic memory. Thanks for your holiday 
greetings Eric 


Ina a dated 12/13/2011 3:51:05 P.M. Central Standard Time, 


Dear Eric: 


Hello. | hope all is well with you. | trust you have received your copy of our January auction 
catalogue. 


| have a question about Col. Green's Confederate currency. It does not appear to be listed by 
Boyd in the inventory. Any idea why it isn't? 


Thought you might have some idea. 
Thanks. 
Best, 


David 


David F. Fanning, Ph.D. 


Kolbe & Fanning Numismatic Booksellers LLC 


Tuesday. December 13. 2011 lla 
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Subj: Weyl sales 

Date 9/23/2013 10:40:23 A.M. Central D 
From: 
To 


t Time 


Dear Eric: 

It was good to hear from you. | am attaching a PDF to this email that you may wish to print. It opens with a 
description of the Oct. 13, 1884 Weyl sale that included an 1804 dollar. George sold that copy in 1995, and the 
attached description was written by him. It was the first he had seen and we haven't seen one since. The ANS 
Library, to my surprise, does not have a copy. | have asked Dan Hamelberg if he does. 


The other Wey! sales listed in the attached document include American content and | thought you might be 
interested in seeing them. These are all taken from our database of past sales. 


| will let you know what | hear from Dan. 
Take care and all best, 


David 


David F. Fanning, Ph.D. 


Kolbe & Fanning Numismatic Booksellers LLC 


Members ANA, ANS, IAPN 


Wednesday, September 25, 2013 AOL: Guest 
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Subj Dan Hamelberg 

Date 9/25/2013 8:05:07 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: 

To mM 

Dear Eric: 


| received a message from Dan Hamelberg letting me know that he is away from home but will get back to me 
about the Wey! sale when he returns. 


All best, 


David 


David F. Fanning, Ph.D. 


Kolbe & Fanning Numismatic Booksellers LLC 


Members ANA, ANS, IAPN 
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Wednesday, September 25, 2013 AOL: Guest 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 11, 2013 


Mr. David F. Fanning, Ph.D. 

Kolbe & Fanning Numismatic Booksellers LLC 
141 W. Johnstown Rd. 

Gahanna, OH 43230 


Dear David: 

Today I learned that the October 13, 1884 Weyl sale which included the 1804 dollar did not have 
the booklet of Matthew Sprengel listed as an item for sale. I have a lot more digging to do. 
Therefore, do not request your German contact t look for the item in that catalogue. I have 


information that the Sprengel was listed somewhere and have more digging before asking for 
your further help. 


Thank you for being so helpful. 


Sincer 


Eric P. Newman, Pres. 


